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Originally Posted by TraceMalin

ScubaBoard Veteran

My grandfather was born in 1899. ... [snip] ...
our educational system failed us.
Mama said,"don't
get wet"

You're not the only one, but there are several posters here on scubaboard who make a
virtual tsunami of "argumentum ad antiquitatem" in favor of the old ways being better
than the new ways.
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What John tries to point out is that the old ways of teaching are not by virtue of being the
old ways, necessarily better. What he tried to point out is his last post is that people will
hold on to traditions *regardless* of the evidence that they are no longer the "best" and
that even when "old horses" are lead to "fresh new water" they will still refuse to drink.
That's the essence of what he's saying to you. What you don't seem to understand is that
the ad antiquitatem arguments rest on two assumptions:
1) that the old ways were the best ways to begin with
and
2) the the context today is the same as it was "back in the day" which would imply that
the old ways can still be applied with the same effect.
On the first assumption, I think we only need to look back in the DAN statistics to about
1970 or so (the good old days) to see that the number of fatal diving accidents was much
higher (despite the pool of active divers being much smaller) than it is today. I would
brazenly suggest that if the "old ways" were better that we would have seen much *lower*
fatality rates before the training changes that lead to our current system. In other words, I
honestly *doubt* the validity of that claim. Moreover, we have lots of good video of divers
"back in the day". Jacques Cousteau put a lot of diving on film back in the day and when
you look at that diving and interpret what you see with our modern "norms" in mind, then
quite a lot of it looks toe-curlingly bad to me.
of course the "ad antiquitatem" crowd is now going to reply that going back to 1970 isn't
far enough and we need to go all the way back to 1956 to find good examples of diving.
BS, I say.... given what I know and we can factually verify from actual video and actual
statistics, any claim that it all gets better and better the further back in time you look, is
going to need verifiable *proof*.... After all Jacques Cousteau *was* the father of diving
and if divers were SO much better in 1956 then there is no way to understand why he
would have suddenly lost all of that amazing skill by 1970 when he started putting it on
film.

On the second assumption. I think it's been pointed out over and over again that the cross
section of society who want to learn how to dive, and the reasons they want to learn how
to dive, are quite different now than they were in the "good old days". I don't think I need
to parade out much proof of that. Those who argue that the old ways are better implicitly
(and sometimes explicitly) argue that the current *context* is as much of a problem as
the training. They believe that people who don't want to *be* like "grandpa" (to draw a
parallel with your story), shouldn't be allowed to get diver training at all.
Not only is that unrealistic, but it's like John's teachers, holding on to the past despite
evidence that the world has changed. It's like Thal suggesting to me earlier in this thread
that if I just ignore the simple fact that "the McDonalds approach" is here to stay that I
won't have to compete with it. Wishing the world hadn't changed since 1970 (or 1956)
isn't going to make that change go away and it's not going to reverse it..... so the only
reasonable way to proceed is to see it for what it is, to deal with it and yes, to embrace it.
The alternative is to slowly but surely turn into a "bitter old dinosaur" who is out of touch
with reality.

When it comes to "man standards" I don't know anyone today who could beat a good
old-fashioned farmer in general usefulness.
I had a grandfather too. Two of them, in fact. One was a violent alcoholic who routinely
beat his children and was even known to assault his wife with a loaded hunting rifle while
drunk. He died in a car accident. He was impaired and rolled his car into a ditch. IN the
process he was thrown out and landed face down in the ditch, which was full of water. The
car then rolled up on top of him and he drowned before he was able to die of his other
injuries. To me, my "man standards" don't include driving drunk, beating children,
threatening my wife with a gun or refusing to use a seatbelt.
The problem with stories like yours is that it you reason from the specific to the general,
taking a sub-set of ONE and generalizing it to the entire population. I have no doubt, since
you said so, that your grandfather was some kind of superman (at least it was to you) but
it says nothing.... absolutely nothing about all men of his generation and less yet about
the society that they lived in.
In my case, I'm pretty sure my "man standards" eclipse those of my grandfather.
R..
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You will have to create the path by walking yourself; the path is not ready-made, lying there and waiting for you - Osho
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Originally Posted by TraceMalin

It takes my entire group of high school friends (maybe 7 to 10 guys) to make one of my
grandfather. The thing is my grandfather was pretty typical for guys in his generation.

Was he? We often judge a society by it's stand outs. Reality paints a far more dismal
picture. Read any novel concerning people back then, like of Mice and Men. They had
ignorant people back then just as we do now. They also had narrow minded people and
fidiots galore.
What has been will be again,
what has been done will be done again;
there is nothing new under the sun. NIV
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I over heard my son talking to one of his friends on Skype last week. He made me out to
be some sort of God and it was kind of embarrassing. He went on and on about my ability
to speak multiple languages, weld, machine, create parts when I had to, run a large web
site, teach fly fishing, teach scuba, teach climbing, master certified auto technician, fixes
boats and so on. It was probably the best Christmas present I had ever gotten. I don't
really know anyone from my high school that any of this can be said about. Sure, they
have their own accomplishments and many eclipse mine in some fashion. Still, I don't
think you can base any judgement on my generation on me. I'm unique, just like everyone
else! You're grandfather was also unique and sounds like a Renaissance man if ever one
existed. Those are few and far between and anything but rare in any age.

It's easy to embellish the past and make it out to be far better than it was. But really, if it
was so stinking great, why DID things change? Why did we evolve, or devolve as a few
would suggest into what we are today? Heck, we live longer and have more free time on
our hands. We know more about the world than ever before and our knowledge is still
growing at a phenomenal speed. Our only crime is that most of us lack the sentimentalism
to cling on to the old ways. In fact, there are a number of us who snicker when we
consider some of the more antiquated methodologies of our predecessors and are
frightfully glad that we can do things a bit more intelligently and concentrate on the
aspects of diving we consider to be important. In other words, I'm glad that learning to
dive has gotten easier and that it's easier for people to get into the sport. I believe that all
dive training should be realistic and based on local conditions. No, I don't see a need for
putting Vaseline on someone's mask to train them for a condition that my divers are never
likely to encounter. I would rather spend that time on excellent buoyancy, trim, situational
awareness and buddy skills with out ever introducing them to bad habits that contradict
those skills. Your mileage may vary.
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One can always find a way to make good conditions bad ... its the reverse that's hard.
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Why not stick to realistic scenarios? When we have seas above 4 feet here in the Keys we
simply don't dive. When we hear that the vis is less than twenty feet we stay on the shore.
Sure, one or two boats might make it out, but why would I want me or my students to
dive in less than optimal conditions? One of the best lessons for any student to learn is my
rule #2: You can call a dive at any time and for any reason: NO QUESTIONS ASKED! If our
goal is to go see pretty fishes, then why on earth would we go when we can't see them?
Now, if the goal is simply to prove how macho we are, then this would have some
leverage. Unfortunately, I teach that it's not good to prove how macho you are when you
dive.
Mind you, I do have my students do two dives off of Canon Beach at John Pennekamp
National Park and the vis there is not so good and even worse if their non-silting skills are
non-existent. The vis there is at best 20 feet and usually in the 5 to 10 foot range. I take
them here for a few reasons. First, it's a really cool place to dive that's missed by most
who come to dive here in the Keys. They get to see real Spanish canons and an anchor as
well as a ton of juvenile fish and crustaceans on the reef wall. Second, it has an awesome
silt plain. Oh my. One wrong kick and the vis is measured in fractions of an inch. You can
forget about kneeling to do any skill here!!!
Third, it's just perfect for students to learn
how to follow a compass and there's a real goal at the end of the trek: another reef wall
with more cool critters. Fourth, and probably the strongest reason, my students get to
make their first OW dives without the pressure of TIME. On a boat, you simply have to
abide by the captain's clock, and not your student's. I find this counter productive and it
puts a limit on the student possibly before they are ready to cope with it. I never have to
deal with current or surf either. Even when the boats can't go out, I can almost always
teach at Canon Beach. By the time they are done here, the rest of the Keys are a piece of
cake. Yummy crumb cake. The best part? This is realistic and the worst they will have to
encounter where we dive. Of course, the added bonus is that we often get to see manatee
and dolphin. Some even stop to play with us.
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TraceMalin

Statistics need to be interpreted and individual interpretation can be flawed. You need only
follow NFL statistics to see all that statistics don't tell you. We would have to do accident
analysis on a case by case basis to discover what was happening. That's what the cave
diving community did. We now have 5 Rules to live by and only one diver ever followed all
5 rules and perished. He was one of the best cave divers there was and a cave instructor
and just happened to die in a collapse. But, there is more to that story too. He may have
gave his life so a friend could live. We have an additional 5 causes of cave diving accidents
that divers may consider to reduce their risks.

Tech Instructor

Going cave diving!
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We'd need to find out exactly what accidents were occurring, how deep, the activity
involved, and a variety of factors before we could even hope to paint a picture of the role
training plays. To illustrate this, suppose statistics told us that in 1970 there were 150
deaths, but each death took place in some extreme environment or in an extreme
circumstance (i.e., cave, ice, below 200 feet, shark attack) and then suppose in 2012 we
have 100 deaths, but each death occurred within the first 60 feet of the water column and
1/3 of those were surface drownings.
We still know very little about the role training plays. If no one died in shallow water in the
1970's then that may suggest that entry-level training was adequate, but training for
extreme environments was lacking. Today, if we have no deaths in extreme environments,
but far more in the 70's in shallow water, that could suggest our advanced level training
has improved, but entry-level training needs to be improved.
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They say that nobody is perfect. Then they tell you practice makes perfect. I wish they'd make up their minds. -Wilt Chamberlain
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Statistically, it's obvious that you should always dive deeper than 20 fsw and above 150

fsw to be the safest.
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One problem that I've found with the GUE method is that it makes it difficult for
instructors who teach Tech 2 to remain current when they live in northern climates with
shorter dive seasons. Fun dives often carry the pressure to make Tech 2 dives even if
you'd rather do something else just in case you end up being short. They often come
with great financial pressure as well. I think this is the biggest factor which creates
instructor burn-out in the organization.
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For the instructor level and above attending a renewal course every couple of years to
put everyone on the same page again and hone rescue skills would be the way to go.
I think the industry would go for cards expiring every 5 years, but that's too long to
accomplish the purpose of having C-cards expire. Three years would probably the best
trade-off between the PITA factor and retaining competency. Annually would be best, but
too much of a PITA factor.
.

Yes, the degree of commitment required to stay current as a tech 2 instructor is high, but
so is the responsibility you have agreed to take on as a tech 2 instructor. I don't think
lowering the instructor standard to make it easier to stay current is part of our ethos. If
the instructor is not regularly doing what they teach, how can they bring value to their
students? As you probably already know, not only do we have to renew every year (which
includes providing documentation about maintaining diving currency to the highest level of
our teaching certification) but we also must re-certify by demonstrating our teaching
ability both in a class room setting and in the water, every three years.
Yes, the amount of effort required to maintain instructor status in GUE is high, and it gets
harder the further up the instructor ladder we go, but we have never been about lowering
entry barriers or dropping these standards as this would not be in the best interests of our
students.
Best,
Guy
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You say without reviewing each case individually to see what was happening. Then you go
on to state that it is a training thing. There are other factors involved here. Fitness level,
surf conditions, was it poor training and not course standards. Also when you talk about
accident numbers you have to take rates into consideration. What percentage of accidents
number of overall dives the dive community made to deaths. That makes the death rate
now much less than then, many more divers and dives happening in 2012 vs. 1970. In the
beginning you state we need to look to see whats really going on but in the end you make
the jump that entry level training needs to be improved.
I for one would like to see a study done that really looks at the issue with a realistic
approach that would let us know if there is a problem with the training model. If it is
causing an issue, where it can be improved, where can we make it better for safe diving.
Many on here like to bemoan training and take the mine is better or back in the day. All
the while the best figures we have (I say best because some like to say how the figures
are wrong but can provide none better) say our accident rates are lower now than back in
the good ol days of whips and chain training. I'm sure it can be made better but where

would it have a realistic effect on those dive accident rates.
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On the first line, I thought that you were going to go a different direction with this,
namely:
"As I was out hiking in the snow ... thoughts were - what is the minimum that I need to
conduct this hike successfully under today's {ideal} conditions, and what more should I
be prudently carrying in case the weather turned?"

Going cave diving!

I'm part Shawnee and had a survival knife strapped to my leg. That's the minimum.
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If the weather turned I could have built a wigwam and put in cable or satellite TV. Same
grandfather was a chief. However, in northeast PA it's really hard to find a place you can't
walk out from cold, wet and miserable within hours. I did pass a couple of truly luxurious
tree stands with blinds. One had a heater. Always pays to see what hunters leave in their
stands in case of emergencies.
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I for one would like to see a study done that really looks at the issue with a realistic
approach that would let us know if there is a problem with the training model.

is dreamin about diving.

The first rule of diving applies here: Don't hold your breath! If they can't attribute any
single death to training, then how are they to determine a root cause for most of the
accidents. The problem? No exit survey. The dead simply refuse to talk! For the most part,
only they really know what happened and why.
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Pete, that shark attack stats post is my favorite post of all time.
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---------- Post added December 26th, 2012 at 10:49 AM ----------
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You say without reviewing each case individually to see what was happening. Then you
go on to state that it is a training thing. There are other factors involved here. Fitness
level, surf conditions, was it poor training and not course standards. Also when you talk
about accident numbers you have to take rates into consideration. What percentage of
accidents number of overall dives the dive community made to deaths. That makes the
death rate now much less than then, many more divers and dives happening in 2012 vs.
1970. In the beginning you state we need to look to see whats really going on but in the
end you make the jump that entry level training needs to be improved.
I for one would like to see a study done that really looks at the issue with a realistic
approach that would let us know if there is a problem with the training model. If it is
causing an issue, where it can be improved, where can we make it better for safe diving.
Many on here like to bemoan training and take the mine is better or back in the day. All
the while the best figures we have (I say best because some like to say how the figures
are wrong but can provide none better) say our accident rates are lower now than back
in the good ol days of whips and chain training. I'm sure it can be made better but where
would it have a realistic effect on those dive accident rates.

Enduro,
I was going to mention a couple of these things in that post - one being fitness. You know
how these scientists and statisticians would do that? Body Mass Index (BMI)! Yep, all we
need is an NFL wide-receiver to drown and his death would be recorded as a lack of fitness
because his BMI would say he was grossly obese.
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